Monday, May 15th, 2000

Hi Gavin!

The first thing to say is:

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!

We were thinking of you yesterday! My, how time flies. It only seems yesterday when you were a toddler! Lots of people say the same think but when we are young it is difficult to appreciate as time seems to go slower. Time is relative and the older one gets, time seems to go faster. What were you doing? As it was a Sunday, I guess you weren’t working. 

Not much has happened here in the past week. Air pollution has not been too bad probably due to the rains. Temperatures are still not exceeding 30OC and with the slightly cooler temperatures at night, air conditioners are not needed. The cooler weather has lasted for much longer this year.

Nadine has done some more running but not much. Hope she can keep it up. She had another hockey practice on Friday. She and another friend (Annemarie (?sp) – heard of her?) have been going ‘bananas’ over a pop music group called ‘A1’ (The only A1 I had heard of was a bakery chain in Hong Kong.) She and Annemarie went to a concert and even went to the airport to see them off. Not that many there as the group is probably not yet famous enough. Nadine says the group was here in 1995 when they were just beginning. 


There was another article in the latest NEWSWEEK magazine about the Kosovo conflict. It was talking about the inflated ‘kill’ figures put out by the US Air Force and the Pentagon. The ‘real’ figures put out by a group commissioned by General Clark gave much lower estimates but as he was under pressure to make the statistics look good, these were covered up. The Air Force of course, will get the lion’s share of the military budget and it needs figures showing how effective its smart bombs and strategies are to keep the money coming. The article also essentially said that bombing from 3 miles up is not that accurate in spite of modern technology. It gave several examples. The Serbs were good at making plastic bridges across rivers as well as model tanks and artillery. From 3 miles up these, look like the real thing and many were bombed. With the laser-guided ‘smart’ bombs, one problem is that the laser light travels in straight lines while the bomb moves in an arc. The bomb is continually guided but still often misses the target because of this. 

That’s about it for now. Cheers!

Dad

PTO

Tuesday 16th 

Went to the Rangi Ruru ‘do’ last night. Not too many there – about 20. It was not actually to do with getting new students but just to meet people associated with the school. The school has a big development programme. They have bought most of the houses surrounding the school and will be building a new boarding house, tennis courts, astro-turfed hockey field, performing arts centre, second gym and fitness centre and an indoor heated pool. Quite ambitious. 

Met a lady there whose son was at Christ’s College. His name is Bernard Lee. He was once in Richards House but then became a day boy. Have you heard of him?

Cheers again.

PS: Remember to let me have your HK ID Card number.
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